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Cherry Avenue Auction Goes High-
Tech:

Customers can now use Food Stamps to buy fresh produce and other eligible food items

Press Conference

Fresno, CA, July 8", 2006 — This Saturday, Cherry

Avenue Auction will begn acceping Food Stamp Saturday, Ju]y 8th, 2006 10:00 am
Electronic Berefits Trarsfer (EBT) cards, also known At Cherry Avenue Auction

asthe GOI den State Advartam Cad, asa COI’lveI’i en 4640 S Cherry Ave - 41 south, exit Central Ave, right on Cherry
metod of paymernt. Cherry Avenue is one of the Speakers:

first flea markets in the nation to include the Food Jeremy Hofer, Fresno Metro Ministry
Stamp EBT program. Neil Burson, Co-owner, Chery AvenueAudion
. . o Eudolia Zamora-Bonilla, Program Coordinaor,
QNe know thatlow-income familiesin Fresio have Latino 5-a-Day

trouble buying fresh fruits and vegetablesbecause

heathy food is one of the lag things afamily will Visuals: Cusomers usng EBT cards& purchasing
purchase. First they will pay for shelter, utilitiesand produc.

med cine Osaid Jeremy Hofer, of Freso Metro

Ministry's Hunger and Nutrition Prgect. OF@d Stamps help familiesmeettheir nutritional needs BDand we needto
encourage their use at farmersmarkets whereheakhy food isin abundancelO

Whenthe food stampprogram wert electronic, vendors atfarmersmarkets nationwide were left out. The new EBT
tecology presrnteda unique challenge for these verdors becaise of the needfor high-techmachinery. This
Saurday vendors at Cherry Averue Auction will once again be aceepting food stamps Bin the form of wooden
tokers! HereO&ow it works:

Utilizing a point-of-sale device provided by the stateO®epartment of Sccial Sevices market staff swipe afood
stampparticipantO£BT Card and deduct a chosenamount from his or her account. Customers are issued market
scrip in the form of woodentokens equivalert to the deductedamount. These tokens canthen be usedto purchase
eligible food itemsfrom participating vendors. Any unusedscrip maybe redeemedata later date, or returned to
market staff to be credted backto the participantO€£BT accaint.

The new EBT serviceand anemphads on the wide variety of foods availade atthe market are being featuredin a
new advertising campaign promating the Market. Neil Burson, co-owner of Cherry Avenue Auction says his
verdors areexcited about the availahility of EBT and expectanincrea in sales In preparation, all of the
produce vendors have beenmovedto one secton of the market Burson describesit asa Ofamers market within
anoutdoor shopping mallO. For yearsproduce verdors have gererally beenscatered throughout the market; now
customerswill be abe to purchase all of their food in one place:0/egetatle RowO.



The Farmers Market EBT Outreach Projectis a cooperative effort between Freso Metro Ministry, USDA Food
and Nutrition Senices California Departmert of Sccial Senices and the California Nutrition Network, and part of
a statewide campaign to improve health through improvedaccess to local fruits and vegetades particularly among
socioecanomic and ethnic groups that suffer disproportionate ratesof hunger, obesty and chronic disea®.
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